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22 August 1991 Exfoliative cytology has been advocated as a . melanoma and PAM with atypia (Fig 7) . Systemic tests disclosed no evidence of metastatic disease and the right orbit was exenterated in October 1990. The exenteration specimen showed tumour cells within the lacrimal common canaliculus and at the medial canthal cutaneous resection margin. Subsequently the right orbit was irradiated. In February 1991 she developed spinal metastases which was treated with palliative radiotherapy, and she died of widespread metastases some weeks later.
Comment. The initial histological diagnosis of a raised nodule in an area of flat melanosis suggested the lesion was benign. As a result the lesion was not histologically re-assessed until it had extended to the fornices. Regular noninvasive monitoring of suspicious areas by cytology might have benefited this patient, who died three years after the first biopsy and within 6 months of orbital exenteration.
Discussion
The ascent of atypical melanocytes to the surface of the conjunctival epithelium is indicative of malignancy. Folberg et al2 showed that PAM without atypia does not progress to frank melanoma whereas lesions with atypia tend to be incompletely excised and have a high recurrence rate.
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